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he Menace of

ater Hyacinth
in Kerala:

A Growing

nvironmental
Concern

Water hyacinths (Eichhornia
crassipes) is indigenous

to northern South America and
Brazil. In 1884, it was arrived

as an ornamental plant to the
United States of America. In the
second half of the the nineteenth
century, it was brought to vari-
ous regions of the world. Water
hyacinth is indeed an exotic
plant that has raised significant
environmental concerns in many
parts of the world where it has
been introduced. The water
hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes)
belongs to the kingdom Plantae,
phylum Magnoliophyta, class
Liliopsida, order Liliales, fami-

ly Pontederiaceae, and genus
Eichhornia, with the species name

crassipes. The water hyacinth, an
inconspicuous invader, has been
seriously disrupting Kerala's
sensitive ecological balance in

its beautiful rivers and calm
backwaters. Once a verdant plant
that adorned lakes and ponds, it
has now become a well-known
environmental hazard that has
severely harmed the surrounding
ecosystem and impacted the
communities that rely on these
bodies of water for their lively
hoods. The water hyacinth, or
Eichhornia crassipes, is a South
American aquatic plant that
grows quickly. It was brought
into Kerala's waterways, mostly
as ornament or by accident from
aquariums and nurseries, and it

grows well in warm, nutrient-rich
waters. Water hyacinth is initially
attractive due to its glossy leaves
and vivid purple blossoms, but

it soon forms a thick mat on the
water's surface that blocks sun-
light and lowers oxygen levels
below.

Environmental Impact

Uncontrolled water hyacinth
growth presents a number of
serious environmental problems,
including:

Habitat Alteration: Water bod-
ies' chemical and physical char-
acteristics are changed by dense
mats of water hyacinth. They
disturb the habitats of native
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aquatic animals by limiting water
flow, lowering oxygen levels, and
changing temperature gradients.

Biodiversity Loss: The water
hyacinth's dense canopy makes
it hard for native plants and ani-
mals to survive. As a result of na-
tive species being outcompeted
or denied access to their natural
habitats, biodiversity declines.

Economic Impact: Kerala's econ-
omy depends heavily on agricul-
ture, tourism, and fishing—all

of which are damaged by water
hyacinth. Crop productivity is im-
pacted when irrigation canals get
congested, fishing areas become
inaccessible, and tourist sites
lose their allure.

Water Quality Issues: Eutroph-
ication is the excessive nutrient
enrichment that encourages al-
gal blooms occurs when decom-
posing water hyacinth returns
nutrients to the water. This can
result in fish fatalities, unpleas-
ant odors, and further deteriora-
tion of the water quality.

Challenges in Management

Considering its durability and
quick growth, water hyacinth
management is a difficult under-
taking. Conventional techniques
such as human removal, the

use of herbicides, and biologi-
cal control the introduction of
natural predators or pathogens
have not always been successful
and frequently present a number
of environmental issues of their
own.

Sustainable Solutions

Addressing the water hyacinth
problem requires a multi-faceted
approach:

Community Engagement: Water
body management and monitor-
ing require the participation of
stakeholders and local popula-

tions. Awareness campaigns can
promote the proper disposal

of aquatic plants and inform
locals about the effects of water
hyacinth.

Integrated Management:
Eco-friendly pesticides, biocon-
trol techniques, and mechani-

cal removal can all be used to
minimize environmental damage
while successfully reducing water
hyacinth populations.

Research and Innovation:

e Costs can be decreased
and efficiency increased
by funding studies for
sustainable management
techniques and investigating
cutting-edge technologies
(such drones for monitor-
ing and targeted herbicide
application).

e Policy and Regulation:
Strict laws governing the
sale and transportation of

February 2025 COLLEGE TEACHER

aquatic plants must be put
into place, and local, state,
and government agencies
must work together to effec-
tively control the problem
and stop its spread.

Conclusion

An obvious illustration of how im-
ported species may upset ecosys-
tems and endanger livelihoods is
the water hyacinth. Its effects on
Kerala's economy, environment,
and general society highlight
how urgently coordinated action
is required. Kerala can lessen the
threat presented by water hya-
cinth and protect its priceless wa-
ter resources for future genera-
tions by encouraging innovation,
community involvement, and
strong regulatory frameworks.
Only by working together can we
ensure a robust and sustainable
aquatic environment in "God's
Own Country."
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To,
The Chairman

Sir,

Yours faithfully

Sd/-
draft-regulations@ugc.gov.in

University Grants Commission

In response to the public notice No F.6-1/2025 (Regulations Feedback) dated 06.01.2025,
I bring the following for your serious consideration and necessary further action.

5

Suggestions and feedback of Draft UGC Regulations 2025

1.4 These regulations specify the
minimum qualifications, experience,
and accomplishments for appoint-
ment and promotion of Assistant
Professor, Associate Professor,
Professor, Assistant Librarian, Dep-
uty Librarian, Additional Librarian,
Librarian, Assistant Director of
Physical Education & Sports, Deputy
Director of Physical Education &
Sports, Additional Director of Physi-
cal Education & Sports and Director
of Physical Education & Sports;

and appointment of Principal and
Vice-Chancellor in higher education
institutions (HEISs).

Feedback:

Two new designations have been
introduced in this list, namely
Additional Librarian and Additional
Director of Physical Education &
Sports for colleges. The designa-
tions of Librarian and Director of
Physical Education & Sports are
now restricted to universities. This
may be reconsidered.

1.7 The overall selection procedure
for direct recruitment and promo-
tion under CAS shall incorporate a
transparent and objective method-
ology of analysis of the merits and
the credential of the application to
make the system more credible;
universities/colleges may assess the
ability for teaching and/or research
aptitude through a seminar or a
lecture.

Feedback:
Assessing teaching and/or research

aptitude through a seminar or
lecture for faculty under the CAS
(Career Advancement Scheme) may
lead to issues. Faculty members
undergoing such evaluation pro-
cedures may face challenges and
difficulties in the process.

2.0 Definitions

viii. “External Subject Expert”
means a renowned expert not
below the academic level 14 in the
subject who is not an employee or
retiree from the Higher Educational
Institution where the recruitment/
promotion takes place;

Feedback:

Requiring all subject experts to be
at Academic Level 14 or above may
create challenges, as only a limited
number of teachers are available at
that level.

3.2 If the discipline/subject chosen
in the 4-year undergraduate pro-
gramme (NCrF level 6) or postgradu-
ate programme (NCrF level 6.5/7) is
different from the chosen discipline/
subject in Ph.D, the discipline/sub-
jectin which a candidate obtained
Ph.D. shall be considered eligible for
appointment as Assistant Professor,
Associate Professor or Professor in
that discipline/subject.

Feedback:

This may cause serious issues in
UG and PG Level teaching and
learning process. The teacher
might not fully understand the
teaching methodologies or best
pedagogical practices specific to

the discipline of their course com-
ing under UG & PG level, despite
having a Ph D in that subject.

3.8 Notable contributions to

be considered by the selection
committee for recruitment and
promotion of university & college
teachers are: (1) Innovative
Teaching Contribution (2) Research
or teaching Lab Development; (3)
Consultancy / Sponsored Research
funding as a Principal Investigator
or Co-Principal Investigator; (4)
Teaching contributions in Indian
languages; (5) Teaching-Learning
and Research in Indian Knowledge
System; (6) Student Internship

/ Project Supervision; (7) Digital
Content Creation for MOOCs; (8)
Community Engagement and
Service; (9) Startup, as per the
intellectual property policies of the
HEIL, registered with the Registrar
of Companies (ROC) as a founding
promoter, successfully raising
funding through government,
angel or venture funds to support
the startup.

Feedback:

Most of the activities mentioned
do not align with the work en-
vironment of college teachers.
These areas are not exhaustive and
therefore do not cover all the ways
in which a teacher can contribute.
Consequently, additional areas
such as environmental protection,
Swatch Bharat /cleanliness drives,
Contributing to students’ develop-
ment, excellence in artistic pursuits
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and sports activities, and promoting
constitutional awareness should be
included. The areas being limited
to just eight shall greatly impact
the opportunities of teachers in
colleges of rural area. Freedom
should be given to Universities to
identify different activities, under
each contributions, according to
the working environment of HEIs
affiliated under the same.

3.12 The Ph.D. Degree shall be

a mandatory qualification for
promotion to Assistant Professor
(Academic Level 12), Associate
Professor (Academic Level 13A) and
Professor (Academic Level 14) in
universities and colleges.

Feedback:

This feature should be implement-
ed for those entering the service
after the regulation comes into
effect; it should not serve as a crite-
rion for those already in service.

3.15 A teacher representing SC/ST/
OBC/ Minority / Women / Persons
with disabilities is to be nominated
by the Vice-Chancellor (a) if any of
the candidates belonging to any of
these categories is the applicant
and (b) if any of the members of
the selection committee does not
belong to these categories. The
teacher, so nominated for this
purpose in the selection commit-
tee, shall be one level above the
cadre level of the applicant, and
such nominee shall ensure that the
norms of the Central Government
or State Government, in relation to
the categories mentioned above,
are strictly followed during the
selection process.

Feedback:

The current regulations mandate
that a representative from each
relevant category (SC/ST/OBC/Mi-
nority/Women/PWD) be included
in the selection committee if a can-
didate from that category appears
before the committee. Addition-
ally, the existing regulations allow
minority communities to nominate
a panel of experts for the selection
committee, subject to the approval
by the Vice Chancellor. However,
this provision has been omitted in
the current regulations and should
be reinstated. Furthermore, in

this context, selection committee
members must be only one cadre
level above the applicant, whereas

subject experts need to be at Aca-
demic level 14 or higher.

4.2.11. Selection Committee Com-
position for Assistant Professor, As-
sistant Librarian, Assistant Director
of Physical Education and Sports
(Academic Level 10), Associate Pro-
fessor (Academic Level 13 A) and
Professor (Academic Level 14) in
the colleges shall be the following:

Feedback:

This does not preserve the existing
freedom granted to minority
institutions to propose members
for the selection committee. Hence,
it is requested that the existing
criteria should be reinstated.

4.2. 11. Note: (4) At the time of
recruitment in Universities and
Colleges, a service agreement
should be executed between the
University/College and the teacher.
A copy thereof shall be deposited
with the Registrar/Principal. Such
service agreement shall be duly
stamped as per the government
rates applicable.

Feedback:

All the service agreements should
be as per the existing state gov-
ernment rule or University Act or
Statutes.

5.0. Career Advancement Scheme
(CAS)

5.3. 1. Assistant Professor (Academ-
ic Level 10 to Academic Level 11)

i. Attended one Orientation course
of 21 days duration on teaching
methodology and completed any
one of the following: Refresher
Course or Research Methodology
Course or Faculty Development
Programme in online mode rec-
ognized by the regulatory bodies
(UGC, AICTE, etc.).

Feedback:

In 218 regulations, two short-term
courses were permitted. It would,
however, be a better option for fac-
ulty to pursue short-term courses
instead of the two-week duration
refresher course. Furthermore the
duration of the Refresher Course,
Research Methodology Course, or
Faculty Development Programme
is not mentioned in the draft
regulations. Additionally, there are
no provisions for offline courses
that include hands-on experience
sessions.
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5.3 II. Assistant Professor (Aca-
demic Level 11 to Academic Level
12)

ii. APh.D. Degree in the relevant/
allied discipline.

Feedback:

Making a PhD a mandatory require-
ment at these levels without pro-
viding any schemes, such as FDPs
by the UGC, creates a challenging
situation for faculty members.

5.6 DATE OF ELIGIBILITY FOR
PROMOTION:

2. When a candidate succeeds in
an assessment, his/her promotion
shall be effected as detailed below:

3. If the assessment is between 1st
January and 30th June of a year,
promotion shall be granted from
1st July of the year.

4. If the assessment is between 1st
July and 31st December of a year,
promotion shall be granted from
1st January of the following year.

Feedback:

Making the promotion effective
from a common date, such as
January 1st or July 1st, is unjust to
employees, as they have the right
to receive benefits from the actual
date of promotion. Additionally,
this approach would affect the fac-
ulty's annual increment date. This
provision significantly restricts a
teacher's right to promotion on the
date of eligibility and, furthermore,
is unreasonable.

5.7.II. For Assistant Professor, As-
sistant Librarian, Assistant Director
of Physical Education and Sports
(From Academic Level 10to 11,
Academic Level 11 to 12), Associate
Professor, Deputy Librarian, Deputy
Director of Physical Education and
Sports (Academic Level 13 A) and
Professor, Additional Librarian

and Additional Director of Physical
Education and Sports (Academic
Level 14) in the colleges shall be
the following:

Feedback:

As per the new regulation, there is
no provision for a screening com-
mittee at any stage of promotion.
At least for the promotion from
level 10 to level 11 and from level
11 to level 12, a screening commiit-
tee should be introduced.
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Abstract

Higher Education Department — Collegiate Education - Court Cases —
order dated 10-02-2022 in OA 2280/2019 filed by Dr. Sreclatha K.S
before the Hon'ble Kerala Administrative Tribunal - complied with -
orders issued

HIGHER EDUCATION (F) DEPARTMENT

G.0.(Rt)N0.106/2025/HEDN  Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 22-01-

2025

Read 1 Judgement dated.10.02.2022 in OA 2280/2019 filed by Dr.

Sreelatha K.S before the Hon'ble Kerala Administrative
Tribunal, Thiruvananthapuram

2. Judgment dated 22.07.2022 in OP (KAT) 238/22 filed
before the Hon'ble HC

3 Letter No. SN1 OP(KAT) 238/2022 dated 23.11.2024 from
the Advocate General

4 Government Letter No. F2/319/2019-HEDN  dated
26.12.2024

5 Letter No. SN 1/OP (KAT 238/2022 dated 07.01.2025 from
Advocate General, Ernakulam

6. Order of the Hon'ble Kerala Administrative Tribunal dated
08.01.2025 in CP(C) 119/2022 in OA 2280/2019 filed by
Dr. Sreelatha K.S

ORDER

Dr.Sreelatha K.S, Assistant Professor at Government College

Kottayam filed OA.2280/19 before the Hon'ble KAT to grant an order of
declaration that the applicant is eligible to have her previous service in
Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham granting pay revision benefits and CAS

placements as per the 6" UGC Regulations,2010.

2. As per order read as 15 paper above, the Hon'ble KAT directed the
respondents to pass necessary orders giving proper placements to the
applicant duly reckoning her prior service in the Amrita Vishwa

50
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Vidyapeetham.
3. Government filed (OP(KAT)238/2022) before the Hon'ble High

1st

Court against the judgement read as 1> paper above. The Hon'ble High

Court dismissed the OP(KAT) as per the judgment read as ond paper
above.

4. The Sixth UGC Scheme was sanctioned to the college teachers in the
State vide GO(P) No.58/2010/H.Edn dated 27.03.2010 wherein
placements considering previous service were not sanctioned. The Sixth
UGC Scheme has been implemented by the UGC as per the UGC
Regulation dated 30.06.2010. Subsequently Government issued
GO(P)N0.392/2010/H.Edn dated 10.12.2010 wherein it was ordered that
notwithstanding anything contained in the Sixth UGC Regulations only
those benefits both monetary and others specified in the Government
order GO(P)No0.58/2010/H.Edn dated 27.03.2010 would be receivable.
Further,Government ordered that where there are any provisions in the
Sixth  Regulations inconsistent with the provisions in the
GO(P)No0.58/2010/H.Edn dated 27.03.2010, those provisions in the
Government Order would override the provisions in the Sixth
Regulations to the extent of such inconsistency. Since the
implementation order GO(P)No0.58/2010/ HEDN dated 27.03.2010 does
not guarantee the counting of past service for placements along with
regular service, the previous service rendered in Amritha Vishwa
Vidyapeetham does not qualify as qualifying service for placements
under UGC Scheme along with regular service.

5. Private services in any manner are not considered in any of the other
Government Services for seniority, placement etc. Only 50% of the
arrears of the salary due on account of UGC revision of pay alone is
receivable as UGC grant. Other benefits and subsequent future higher
salaries are the liability of the State Government itself. So far as matters
mvolving financial implication are concerned, UGC Regulations are not
mandatory but recommendatory in nature. It is natural justice that the
stand of the State Government that bears the financial implication should
also be taken in to account, otherwise chaos and destability in the
financial sector will be the result. The service period in Self financing
Colleges cannot be considered for Career Advancement Promotion in
Government/ Aided service as there are hundreds of such teachers in the
State.

6. In the above circumstances, Government have filed SLP No.
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18330/22 before the Hon'ble Supreme Court against the directions in the

judgment read as ond paper above.But the SLP has been dismissed by
the Hon'ble Supreme Court on 20.11.2024. Advocate General has been
requested to file Review Petition against the order dated 20-11-2024 in
SLP 18330/2022. As per the legal opinion furnished by the Advocate
General it is informed that there is no scope for filing the Review
Petition.

7 As per order read as 6th paper above it is informed that the Contempt

Petition has been adjourned to 24.01.2025 for the respondents to show
cause if any, as to why the 'Charge of Contempt' shall not be framed
against them and further steps shall not be pursued in this Contempt
Petition.

8. Government have examined the matter in detail. The Director of
Collegiate Education is directed to give proper placements to Dr.
Sreelatha K.S, Assistant Professor at Government College Kottayam,
duly reckoning her prior service in the Amruta Vishwa Vidyapeetham, as

per the order read as 15! paper above on condition that this order shall
not be treated as a precedent in future.
9. The order read as 15! paper above is complied with accordingly.

(By order of the Governor)
SINI J SHUKKOOR
ADDITIONAL SECRETARY

To:
The Director of Collegiate Education, Thiruvananthapuram
The Advocate General, Thiruvananthapuram (with covering letter)

The Advocate General, Ernakulam (with covering letter)

The  Principal  Accountant General (Audit/A&E), Kerala,
Thiruvananthapuram

Finance (Education - C) Department (2022562/Edn-C4/69/2022-Fin
dated 20.01.2025)

The Information Officer, Web&New Media
The Nodal Officer (www.highereducation.kerala.gov.in)
Stock File/Office Copy (F2/319/2019-HEDN)

Forwarded /By order
Signed by
Asoka Kumari, L
Date: 22-01-2025 16:16:17
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EXPENDITURE CERTIFICATE

To be produced with the a

lication for

MA
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_! Name of Patient

[

| 1
[ 2

Address

-

-

| Age

CR No./ Hospital Case No.

MEDISEP ID

Date of Registration

Diagnosis Summary

| Suggested Treatment Plan

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Approximate time period for the treatment.

10

Approximate expenditure for the treatment
with  detail (Surgery, Chemotherapy,
Supportive Care, etc.)

11

Whether the suggested treatment is
available under the MEDISEP Scheme

118

If yes,

'per the MEDISEP package rate.

| what is the admissible coverage amount as

11.b

The Maximum amount of cashless
treatment that can be provided by the
Hospital / Institution under the MEDISEP
Scheme ( Specify the number of times the
treatment under MEDISEP package can be
repeated)

1l.e

Balance amount if any needed to be
provided beyond MEDISEP package and
the reason for the same in detail

Dated :

(Office Seal)

Signature :

Name &

Designation of the Medical Officer :

(DREHQReSs EmEANM @Jd:d®s)

af),af)e.R0and

mnﬁmd MG S0 (WMEIB0)
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